Tribune Building

15k Printing House Square
{northeast corner of Nassau
and Spruce Strests)

¥ew York

Hesw York County

New York

PHOTOGRAFHS

WERITTEN HISTORICAL AWD DESCRIPTIVE DATA

Lo
Ofitice of brchs

=

&0

Weehingl

Lo Armerionn Building

Sarvey
rvabion

o Tl s
EANA AT

HABRS No. NY-5468

HABS

NY,
31-NEYO,
75—



HABS |

NY,
¢ 31-NEYO,
_ 75~ :
HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. NY-5468
TRIBUNE BUILDING

Address: 154 Printing House Square, northeast corner of Nassau
and Spruce Streets; New York, New York County, New
York.

Present, Owner: The building was demolished after demoiition permits
were granted on June 7, 1966. Pace College now owns
the site.

Statement of One of New York's first ckyscrapers when built in 187k,

Significance: the Tribune Bullding was raised to its present helght

by the addition of nine stories in 1905. It was designed
by Richard Morris Hunt and was one of a group of pros-
perous, nineteenth-century newspaper buildings fronting.
on Printing House Sguare.

PART T, BISTORICAL INFCRMATION

A. Physical History

1. QOriginal and subsequent owners: Iegal description of the
property: ‘'The property acquired by the Tribune Asscciation
by 1873 was Lot 1 in Block 102, which consisted of a roughly
U-ghaped plot fronting on Nassau, Spruce, and Frankfort
Streets. Tots & and 5 extended the Tribune's property
approximately 5T'~-6'" esstward along Frankfort Street. Lots
1, b, and 5 were later legally combined and designaited as

Lot 1.
Date Grantor Grantee
7/13/1860 Greeley Horace Tribune Assoc.
Liber 818, Mary Y. C.
page 245,
(Lot 1)
8/8/1867 Powvers  Wm. P. The Tribune Assoc.
Liber 1030, et al.
page 145, Champlin  Christopher
(Lot 1) Marpgaret-

-Ten Eyck
Pouers Thomas



9/17/1867
Liber 1033,
page 127.
(Lot 1)

4/30/1873
Liber 1252,
page 43h.
(lot 1)

5/20/1873
Liber 1251,
page 626.
(Iot 1)

5/10/1905
Liber 96,
page 81.
(Lot 5)

5/10/1905
Tiver 95,
page 90.
(Lot 4)

5/10/1905
Liber 95,
page 89.
(Lot 5)

5/1/1926
Liber 3545,
rage 15.
(Iots 1,5)

3/3/1.928
Liber 3647,
paze 172.
(Lots 1,4,5)

3/3/1928
Liber 3607,
page 151.
(Iote 1,4,5)

Powers Y. P.

et al,

Cramplin  Christopher

Margaret-

-Ten Eyck
Powers  Thomas
Bodine Mary A.
Williamson (formerly)
Bodine Albert
Farrar  Charles

Mary Jane

Reid  Whitelaw
Elisabeth-
-Miles

Redd Whitelaw
Filisabeth-
-Miles

Reid Whitelaw
Elisabeth-
~Miles

The Frank A. Munsey Co,

Frank A. Munsey Co,

Metropolitan Museun
of Art
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The Tribune Assoc.

The Tribune Assoc.

The Tribune Assoc.

Tribunhe Assocc.

Tribune Assoc.

Trivune Assoc.

N.Y. Tribune Inc.

Metropolitan Museum

ol Art

Husewn Estates Inc.



7/20/1935
Liber 3904, (Trustee of)
page 372, Bighop
(Lots 1,4,5) Berie

David Wolfe
Bestrice Bend
Aliée Bishop

Bank of N.Y. znd Trust Co.

Bestrice-~

~-Van Cortland

(gin. of)
6/5/1937 Bishop Cortlandt Field
Liver 3961, (extrs. of)
page 349, Bishop Amy Bend

(Lots 1,4,5)

12/17/1942
Liver 4182,
page 365.
(Lots 1,4,5)

7/6/1945
Liver 4366,

page 310.
(Lots 1,4,5)

Museun Estates Inc.

Arrigotti Mario

7/10/1945 Casper Harry
Liber h365,

page 122,

(Lots 1,4,5)

L/16/1946 154 Hassau Corp.

Liber hhos,
vage 519.
(Lots 1,4,5)

8/1/ 946 Glekel
Liber Lh52, Drimmer
page 2930.

(Lot 1)

Newton
Harold

11/2/1951
Liber L4752,
page 423.
(Lot 1)

7/10/1956
Liber 1970,
page 671.
(Iot 1)

Nassau Tribune Bldg.

Hessan Tribune Bidg.

Inc.

Co.
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Bishop Cortland F.-
(extrs. of)

Bishop Amy Bend

Hixon idith

Allen  George L.

Museun Estates Inc.
Arrigotti Mario
Casper Harry

154 Massau Corp.

Glekel
Drimmer

Newton

Harold

Nagssau Tribune Bldg. Inc.

Hassau Tribune Bldg. Co.

Sova Management Corp.
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. 10/22/1956  Sove Management Corp. 154 Hasgau St. Realty Co.
il . Iiber 4981, : '

page 82, -

(Lot 1)

2/13/1962 154 Fassau St. Realty Co. 154 Nassau St. Realty Corp.
Liber 5178,

page 348, :
(lot 1)

7/8/1966  City of New York
Liber T9, (Condemnation)
page 15h.

(Lot 1)

L/5/1967 ity of New York
Liber 168, (Condemnation)
page 1.

(Lot 1)

1/27/1967  City of New York © Pace College
Liber 116,

page L4T.

(Lot L)

Date of erection: DTemolition of an earlier Tribune Building
on the same site was begun on Moy 17, 1873, and completed by
May 31, 1873. Congtruction of the new Tribune Building was
bepgun immediately thercaiter. The cornersione was lald on
Jaauary 24, 187h, angé the iformal opening was held on April 10,

1875.

N

3. Architect: Richard Morris Hunt (1828-1895). After studying
in Burope from 1843 to 1895, Hunt vorks briefly with Thowas
U. Walter in Washington and then establighed an oifice in
New York. He designed the Cosl and Iron Exchange in New
York, the pedestal for the Statue oi’ Liberty, the Adwminis-
tration Building at the VWorld's Columbian Exposition, and
regidences for the Vanderbnilt family.

4. Builder, suppliers: FRdward E. RBaht supervised the construction
for Hunt. The following {iyms were involved in the congtruc-
tion of the bullding:

Thomas Crane & Co., granite foundation
Poter R, O'Brien, masonry, plastoring
New-York IMire Prooi Building Company, concrete blocks
for floors and partitionsg
Union Iron Co., lron flcor heams
Kellogs Bridge Co., oi Bufifalo, rool and tover iron
: Wicholl & Billewell, iron for vaults
' J.B. & J.M, Cornell, idroa for stairs, elevalor, enclesure,
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iron work of first story windows _
Architectural Iron Works of N.Y., interior iron castings
Geo. Fischer & Bro., roof slate ' :
Penrhyn Slate Co., interior slate
Clark & Co., of London, gleel shutters
5.8, Althause & Co., rear shutters
Morris Delano & Co., glass
James 0. Morse, steam heating apparaius
Melancton Hanford of Boston, elevators
W. Germond & Co., carpenter work '
Herter Brothers, woodwork of Counting and Banking Room
Garibaldi & Co., plaster finish of halls and Counting
Room
Casone and Isola, marble work
L.F., & A, Beckwith, tiling
Alexander Orr, plumbing and gas Clttings
Mitchell, Vance & Co., gas fixlures
Hopkins & Kickingon Manulacturing Co., hardware
Hyatt Bros., areca lights
Wolff & Dusenbury, bhneumatic tubes
Fewman & fapron, speaking tubes and electidc annunetators

5. Original plans and congtruztion: The following article from
The American Builder, October, 1873, describes the initial
rhase oi construction:

THE NEW TRIBUNE BUILDING.

Tae upward progress ol the masslive foundationg of the
new Tribune building at Spruce street and Printing-House
square, enables the observer to concelve something of
the substantial and stately aspect which the completed
edifice will wear. The present extent of the piers and
basewalls forms, however, but a part of the ground plan
of the final structure.-~The measurc of ‘the portion now
building is 91 feet on Printing-House square, and 52
feet on Spruce street. When the printing house of The
Tribune and cther buildings in the rear give way {(1mme -
diately on the ccecupancy of the frOHt), for the comple-
tion of the whole design, the Spruce street frount will
have a facade 100 Feet broad, and the structure will
extend through to Fraunkfort st., a clear width of 168
feet, with o Iront of 29 feet upon thal street. There
will be in the building, & cellar, hasement, and nine
stories, excluding the atbtic. On Printing-House gquare,
whiere huwe Toundations with granite bond-plaics and cap-
stones are now lying, a majestic tower will rise oho
feet. The main entronce will be in the front of this
tower, .which {rom the starting point of the foundation,
25 feet below the sidewalk level, to the finial, will
measure 267 feet. Under the foundztion walls 1s a con-
crete bed 10 feet wide and 18 inches thick, composed of
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Portland cement, ssnd, gravel, and stone. This is a
novel composition in this city, and hardend very
gutekly into extreme solidity. Upoca this concrete is
a continued course of granite slabs 18 inches thick,
and varying from 10 feet to 6 feet 6 inches in width.
Under the piers of the front and tower walls there are
other granite slabs over these. Some of them weigh over
ten tons.--Upon these the brick-work rests. The piers
of the front are of so-called Croton pavers' brick, laild
in Portland cement, with granite bond-gtones 10 inches
thick. The inmner walls are of Haverstraw brick, laid
in Rosendale cement. On the level of the bagement floor
starts the granite work oi the front, extending in solid
blocks, bonding alternately throwsh the whole depth of
the piers to the second story. The malin entrance is
Tlarked on elither hand with massive colwms of highly
polished granite, and an imposing featwre of the seventh
story is a row of smalier columns of the same material,
extending around the entire front on three streets.
Baltimore front brick, laid in black mortar, will be the
chief material above the second story level, and heavy
granite trimming for windows, cornices, and towers.--
Geometrical degigng in white, black, and red brick, will
o _ vary the exterior, and the whole appearance ol the build-
. ing will be unique as well as imposing. The interior

will be in every part fireproof. All floor beams will be
of iron, supported only by solid masonry. The floors will
be of tile, and the partitions of tile or plaster of Paris.
¥No cast-iron columms will be used as supports. Three
elevators will give easy access to every story, and the
whole building will be supplied with every device for
comf'ort and beauty. In the lfirst story, at the cornew,
will be The Tribune counting-rovi, The edivorial rooms
wiil bectemporarily in the eighth story, and the com-
positors’ rooms in the ninth, which will huve & height

of twenty feet.--When the btullding is all completed, the
editorial roomns will be in the ninth story, on the Park
i

front, and the composing room, slersotype room and proof
rocm in the rear of the sauwe story, running from Spruce

to Framkfort st. With these exceptions, thz entlire
building, from the beavtiful bvasement offices for hanmkers,
on Printings-House squarce, Lo the eighth story, wili be

Tor rent to professional tenants. Ho manufacturing
businese of any description il be admitted to the Iront
buliding. -~Edchard M, Hunt ‘g the architect. The building
will be the pighest on Manhalten Island.

An 1llustration of the poirtion of the building constructed
in 1073-79 wes published in Harper's Ney Honthly ibsaming,
Decerber 1877, and reproduced in Americon heritess, October,
: 1667, ». 105. An illusiration in The New-York Skeich Book
. of Architecture, shows a compelifive design in the July, 1874,
issve, therdsy suggesting that a coapetition was held.
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Alterations and additions: An addition to the Tribune
Building was begun on July 12, 1881, and completed in
1882, This construction completed the building as it

had been originslly planned by Huni, although the archi-
teet was reported by the Hew-York Daily Tribune on May 1,
1882, to be BEdward E. Raht. 'This addition was often
illustrated before it had actually been constructed (see
HABS photocopy of cold view at Musecum of the City of New .
York). The following abstrset Tros an article in the New-
York Daily Tribune of April 17, 1882, describes the addition:

FIRE-FROOF OFFICES

The addition to the Tribune Building is now
rapldly approaching completion, and we are safe 1n
announcing that tenants will certainly be given posses-
ion on the 1st of May, and perhaps, in a few cases, a
1littie earlier. This addition completes the entire
structure as originally planned, and, besides giving
ample accomodations to all departments of The Tribune,
makes it rank among the largest office buildings in
the city. It contains over one hundred and fifty rooms
for rent, Including the ground {locr, it is eleven
stories high, with a twenty-five foor cellar beneath,
and a twelfth story, for Jjanitor and printers' restau-
rant, on the roof. It has a frontage of 9l feet on
the Park, 100 feet on Spruce-st., and 29 feet on
Frankfori-st,, and Lthe rear extends across the entire
block bhetween Spruce and Frankfort.

The whole structure is belisved to be absclutely
fire-proof. 'The brick walls are of extreme thickness
and solidity, and the granite work in them might be
split out by fire and water without materially impairing
thelr strength. The windows, except those fronting on

the Park, are all protected by steel shutters. The beams

are of iron, filled in with concrete arches. There is
not an iron column supporting a weight in the structure;
-~every floor-beam resting solidly on brick walls. The

gtaircases are of iron with slate treads. The partitionsg

are of brick, or of concrete blocks, and the plaster
rests directly on these. 'The halls are floored with

tile and wainscoted with marble. What wood-work there is

about the elevators is to be replaced by iron. The

elevator for employes of The Tribune is in the resr of
the building, with a separate entrance on ancther street,
znd not communicsting at all with the floors occuplied by
tenante,

Vork on the addition was done by the following lirms:
Robert L. Darragh, mason

Bodwell Granite Coumpany and Hallowell (Maine) Granite
Company, zranite work
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t

Fireprodf Bullding Compamy, tiles

Cheney & Hewlett, iron contractors

Cooper Hewitt & Co., rolled beams

‘Gacorge Fischer & Bros., roofing

Clark, Bermett & Co., steel rolling shutlters

London & Manchester Plate Glass Company, and Theodore
W. Morris Co., glass

The MNason Manufacturing Company, steam heating

Whittier Mackin & Co., of Boston, elevators and engincs

Meeker & Hadden, of Newark, N.J., carpenters

A.L. Fauchere & Co., and Volkening & Co., marbie work

Alexander Orr, plumbing and gas fittings

Archer & Pancoast Manu. Co., pgas flxtures

A, Tewman, hardvare '

New-York Macetic VWorks, artificial sidewalk

In The New York Times of August 22, 1903, the following plans
for raiging the building were announced:

Tribune Bullding Plans

Struchbure to be Raised from Ten Lo
Wineteen Stories
Will be Visible Within a Radius of
Twenty-Tive Miles of the City
Hall--Tower 'to be Rebuilt

The Trivune Association is to add o gkyscroner to

the Printing BouseBguare neighborhcod by increasing
the height of its building from ten o ninetleen
stories.

The Tribune's home was knoun from the [irst asz the
Tell Tower, and vhen it is more than 00 feet higher
than it 1z now it will have the distinetion of being
not only o landmarlk visivle within a radivs of twenty-
five miles from City Hall, out the oniy shyscraper with
solid masonry walls, and nobt having a skoleton core of
stecl, Incidentally the alterations will roesive a
portial remodeling of the presoent bullding., The cest
0¥ the alteratlions, which will he carried oul ca the
plans of the architecte, »'Csach & Yost , and L.
Thouvord, will be $350,000, and the work will be
inished about Decomber, 190k,

Bvidently these plans were not carried oub incediately. In
1905 the Tribunce Assoclation ecqguired two lots adjacent to
the 1881+32 addition on Frankfort Street. The New York Tines
of March 1%, 1905, subseguently snrnounced the following
building plans:
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TRIBUNE BUIIDING ADDITION

To Add Nine More Stories and Buiid a
Nineteen-Story Annex

The work of adding nine stories to the Tribune
Building, at MNMassau and Spruce Streets, and of building
a nineteen-gbory annex on lots recently acguired in
Frankiort Street, will be begun on May 1.

The new paris of the building will harmonize in
appearance with the existing structure, bul will be
of gteel skelebton construction. The main entrance will
be remodeled, s0 as to afford direct access to the wain
Tloor from the street level instead of by the flight of
stone steps now in use. The cosl of the changes will
probably amount to $750,000.

Business will be carried on as ugunl throughout the

Tribune Building, while the construciion work is in
progregs, and very few of the tenants will be disturbed.

Tmportant oid vicws:

a, AL the Map and Print Room, New-York Historical OBociety
are six views of Printing House Square and Paxrk Row,
which show the Tribune Building. (See HABS photocopy
of negative 396C of "Park Row, Printing House Square . .
Swmmer 1877 . . "),

b, At the Print Room of the ¥New York Public Library is a
wood engraving of "lNew Tribune Building' in the Enc
Collection; thig view is illustrated in the New~York
Daily Tribune, April 10, 1875.

c. At the Print Room of the Hew York Public Library is a
colored view of "The New Tribune Building, J.L. Giles
Del." in the Ford Collection.

d. At both the Print Room of the New York Tublic Library
and at the Musew: of the City of Hew York iz a colored
lithograph of "The New Tribunc Buildinz, Armstrong &
Co. Lith. Boston.” (See HABS photocopy Trom Museum of
the City of New York).

e. Plate XXVI in The New-York Sketch Book of Architecture,
July 1876, is an umisual photozraph of the rear of the
building. late I in The New-York Sketch Book of
Architecture, January, 107H, illustrotes the main facade
of the buillding.
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B. Sources of Information

1.

‘Primary and unpublished sources:

Demolition notices from Plans Desgk, Department of Buildings,
Municipal Building, New York, N.,¥. ALl other building records
were destroved at the time of the demolition of the building.

Secondary and publighed sources:

Atlas of the Borough of Manhattan, City of New York. Desk
end Library Bdition. wNew York: G.W. Bromley & Co., 10916.

"The Best Lavyers' Offices in the City," New-Yorhk Daily
Trivune, April 7, 1875, p. 7.

[ Criticism of the Tribune Building.l Hew-York Daily Tribune,
May 4, 1875, p. 6.

Ferree, Barr. Richard Morris Hunt: His Art and Work.
New York: 1895. (Reprint Trom Architecture and Building,
December 7, 1895).

"Friendly Congratulations,” FHewv-York Dsily Tribune, Noverber

T, 1303, p. 9.

A Higltory of Real Estote, Building and Architecturs in Mew
York City During the Lasgt Quarter of & Century. HNew
York: Record and Guide, c. 1895

King's New York Views. New York: Albert B. King & Co., 13897.

King's Photographic Views of New York. Bogton; Moses Kiag, *

1895,

"The Metropolitan Newspaper,” Harper's Hew lonthly Mapgazine,
IVI (December, 1377), 43-55.

“"Newspaper Row' Shrinking Again,” The New York Times, !May
20, 196G, p. h9.

"New Tenants of the Tribune Building,” New-York bDally
Trivune, MHey 1, 1882, p. O.

"The New ribune," Hew-Yort Dadiily Tribune, April 10, 1075,
p. L.
I

“ie New Tribune, ! New-Yori Daily Tribune, April 10, 1875,
Th. 9, 12.

"The New Tribuse Building,"” The fwerican Builder, IX
(Cctober, 1873), 235.
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"The New Tribune Buliding The New-York Sketch Book of
Architecture, I (Januirj, 1074y, plate L.

[Notice of cornerstone laying ceremonies.d The New York
o3

Times, danuary 25, 1874, p. 8.

"Pacing the Tribune,"” Progressive Architecture, XIVIT
(July, 1966), 57-58.

"The Palace-Builders of the New York Tribune," Potter's
American Monthly, IV (July, 1875), 535-38. '

Schuyler, Montgomery. "A Review of the Works of Richard
Morris Hunt,"” The Architectural Becord, V (October-
Decenber, 1895), 97-100.

“Iribune Building Extension,"” The New York Times, October

31, 1903, p. i6.

"The TleUHE Building, New Ybrk"The New-York Sketch Book
f Architecture, ITI {(July, 1876), plate XXVI.

"The Tribune Has Had Five Buildings, Including One of City's
Bariiest Skyscrapers,” New York Herald Tribune, XI,
April 13, 1941, p. 2L,

Twenty-First Annusl Report of the American Scenic and
Historic Preservation Society, 1916, Albany: 1916.

Wright, P.B., "Richard Morris Hunt," The Inland Architect
and News Record, XXVI (August, 1895), 2-4.

C. lLikely Sources Not Yet Investigated:

Records in the New York Herald Tribune Morgué, at the John Hay
Whitaey Herald Tribune Eibrary, New York University.

PART TT, ARCHITECTURAL INIFORMATION

A. Genersal Statement

1. frehitectural character: One of New York's first skyscrapers
vhen built in LSTM, the Tribune Building vas raised to 1ts
final height by the addition of nine stories in 1905. It
was designed by Richard Horris Hunt and was one of a group

of newspaper bulldings fronting on Printing House Square.

2. Condition of Tfabric: Demclished.
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B, Description of Bxilerior

Note: Since the building had been demolished at the time ol
this report, the Iollowing description is based on the HABS
vhotographs accompanying this report.

1. TNumber of stories; ©Sixteen storieg to base of mangard roof;
three stories housed under mansard roof.

2. Humber of bays: Facades on Printing House Square, Spruce,
and Frankfort Streets were each four bays wide.

3. Over-all dimengiong: Printing House Square facade measurad
approximately 90'-0"; Spruce Street facade measured approxi-
mately O8'-5'; Frankfort Street facade measured approximately
gor-2".

U, Iayout, shape: Tiregular in plan.

5. ¥Wall comsgtruction finish and color: OCranite on first and
second storieg; red brick above with geometrical designs
hetween stories in biack brick. In the first nine stories
there were granite window trimuings.

6. Openings:

4. Doorways and doors: The wain entrance on Nassauw Street
wvas located in the bay beneath the tower, the thiré oy
o

from thernoith. Shops located in the three other bays
sach had separate entrances.

b. Windows: ©Cn the Mussau Street facade, cach bay contained
three windows, euch having one-over-one light double-
hung sash.

T. Roof:
&. GShape: Mansard roof, houging three stories.

b. Cornice: Brecketed granite cornice Lrom 187k building
remaing botveen soventh and elghith floor levels of
Hessou Stroel facide. Below the vansard coofl Lheroe was

a granite cornlicc togpzd by » Tenestrated parapoed.

C. Description of Imterior

Bote: Gince the building had been demollshed, 1t was not
posgible to prepare this desoceipltion.
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Site:

Crientation: The rain facade con Printing House Square
faced West, toward City Hall Park.

Prepared by Diana S. Waite
Architectural Historian
April, 1968



